Although more than two thousand years have passed since artificial teeth were first worn by man, and although a variety of methods have been introduced within that period of time, still there are errors, (whatever be the mode) to which the writer deems it proper to refer, in a series of articles upon this subject.
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In taking a retrospective view of the past, we find that since the establishment of dental colleges, dental journals, and dental associations, in America, greater advances have been made in dental science, than during the previous twelve hundred years.
Hence the universal concession that American dentists stand the highest in their profession.
Not that all these advances, or improvements, have emanated directly from these sources, but they have been instrumental in diffusing light to Careful discrimination and good judgment must decide as to the style and character of teeth that will give the best expression under the circumstances that govern the case. The teeth should be long enough to sustain a due proportion in the length of the face, and also display an agreeable and natural expression, and short enough to allow the lips to close over them without restraint, or undue muscular effort.
Another very common defect in the construction of artificial dentures, is that of not restoring the natural form of the face in cases where it has become sunken.
Some attempt to accomplish this by placing the teeth far out upon the plate, and thus sacrifice utility for appearance, which they fail to attain by this means, for it requires something more. When the muscles of the face have become sunken, they should be brought out to their original fulness, by means of attachments to the denture of such form and size, as to restore a symmetrical contour to the face, these attachments may be made of substances which can be united to the base plate and teeth in such manner as to become permanent fixtures to the denture ; the writer forms them exclusively with the materials used for his continuous gum work ; they are built out, carved, and baked upon the denture, of such form and size as may be indicated If skill and judgment have presided over all parts of the operation, the result will be highly pleasing and of practical utility.
[To be continued.] 
